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The Brown County Local Emergency Planning Committee met on October 25, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. at the Hiawatha Middle School, Hiawatha, KS. 

Emergency Manager Don Pounds presided and called the meeting to order at 4:00PM. 
Those present were: Don Pounds, Duke Koerperich, Robbie Parker was in place of John Merchant, Jeremy Forkenbrock, Greg Bebemeyer, Stephanie Knudson, Robin Downard, Mark Junker, Jennifer Brockhoff, Michael Baker, Patrick Sheldon, Gary Tolle, Rebecca Kramer, Lonnie Moser, Curtis Stahl, JD Mersman, Christopher Moyer, Mckenna Hanson, Amy Kahbeah, and Steve Markham.
The minutes from the October 26, 2022, meeting were read. Motion by Jeremy Forkenbrock to accept the minutes. Seconded by Lonnie Moser, motion carried.
Public Comment-no public comment
Incidents in 2023:
Grain engulfment training was held on June 10, 2023 at Ag Partners. There was a total of 24 attendees. Don Pounds gave a report on the training. 

A UP train derailment occurred on June 27, 2023 NE of Hiawatha at approximately 10:00PM. Law enforcement were notified around 12:00AM. Don Pounds gave a report on this incident. 
Old Business-None
New Business-
Don Pounds gave an update on the Local Emergency Operating Plan. This plan has not been updated since 2014. Don is in the process of updating this plan and will submit it to KDEM once complete. 
Members reviewed the LEPC Membership and Don Pounds went over the membership requirements to be apart of the LEPC. Membership requirements state you must attend 1 meeting every 2 years. The LEPC group went over the members list. A motion was made by Mark Junker to remove member Lamar Shoemaker from the LEPC membership list, this was seconded by Curtis Stahl, motion carried. LEPC will ask another Brown County Commissioner to join the group. Jeremy Forkenbrock motioned to approve the membership list, seconded by Mark Junker, motion carried. Don Pounds will report the membership list to the state for approval. 
Members reviewed the LEPC bylaws. A motion was made by Lonnie Moser to make no changes to the current bylaws, seconded by Patrick Sheldon, motion carried. 
Speakers-
J.D. Mersman, NE Regional Coordinator for the Kansas Department of Emergency Management presented on “What is LEPC?” 
Gary Tolle from Southern Star Pipeline presented on Emergency Response related to pipelines in NE Kansas. 
Next Meeting- October 23, 2024  4:00pm at Sac and Fox  Community Building in Reserve.
Motion to adjourn meeting by Lonnie Moser at 5:24PM, seconded by Mark Junker, motion carried. 
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